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Feared Nebraska May Succeed Texas as Hoodoo

FlYWiJ
HE reign of Herod had nearly ended

when the Magi arrived In Jerusa-
lem and asked: "Where la he that
is born king of the Jews? ' For we
have seen his star in the east, and
are come to worship him."

The news that a true "king of the

Berlin. Our European guide books
are of little help If we wish to study
the pulsating life of a modern city.
There Is In this respect hardly any
difference between the English Mur-
ray, the French Joanne or the Bae-

deker made In Germany. They wish
to give us a full .list of the old estab-
lished, hallmarked sights to whtcb
frequent allusions may be found in
classical literature or modern fiction,
but omit to take notice of 'the latest
actualities. We are still directed by
then to the Friedrichstrasse as the

Jews," a possible rival,' was born,
and that his birth had been herald-

ed by celestial phenomena, caused ,

Herod much concern. He summoned

center of Berlin life. Such It was
more than twenty years ago. As late
as ten years ago the whirlpool of
modern life was to be found at the
Potsdamer platz, comparable to Pic

to him the scribes and learned men.
When they were questioned where the king was
to be born they answered: "In Bethlehem of
Judea; for thus it is written by the prophet, And
thou, Bethlehem, in the land of Juda, art,not the
least among the princes of Juda; for out of thee
shall come a governor, that Bhall rule my people
Israel." According to the authorized version it
Is then stated in the New Testament that
"Herod, when he had privily called the wise men,
inquired of them diligently what time the star
anneared. And hn Rent them to Bethlehem, and
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officers, by the way, that ever trod a
bridge, hnd some fun with Fighting
Bob Evans, at that time commanding
the Iowa. When the Texas' was raised
it was found that in the hull were
thousands of eels that bad been suck-
ed through the open sea cocks. Know-
ing Captain Evans's fondness for eels
Phillips had a lot of them sent over
to the Iowa. He was somewhat sur-
prised a day later to receive a note of
acknowledgment from his brother offi-

cer, which read: 'The eels ware fine,
Jack; sink her again.'

"It was Jack Phillips, you may re-

member, who, after the great naval
battle of Santiago, when the Spanish
battleships were lying on the shores
of Cuba smoking from the shot of the
American ships, solemnly said to his
men: 'Don't cheer, boys; the poor
devils are dying.'

"Jack Phillips was one of the brav-
est, and at the same time most relig-

ious, naval officers I ever knew. He
was the direct opposite of Bob Evans,
but the two were great friends. The
Texas, yon' know, was afterward
named the San Marcos, and was the
target for gun practice ft few months
ago. It was a fitting end for good

old ship that had always been In hard
luck, except at the time when It was
most needed. I say, I wonder if the
Nebraska is going to take the place
of the Texas as the hoodoo ship of

the navy?"

cadilly Circus in London. Nowadays
it has shifted farther west to the
long and broad avenue called Kur-

furstendamm, Bays a Berlin corre
spondent There we are in the "New
West," the part of the most

"Naval officers areWASHINGTON.
the United

State battleship Nebraska, which ran
upon an uncharted shoal a short time
ago, Is going to take the place of the

Texas, later named San Mar-
cos, which was the hoodoo Bhlp of
the navy," remarked Captain L. L.
Darbey, a retired naval officer, the
other day. "Ill luck pursued the Texas
almost from the beginning, and It
seemed that it was never out of trou-
ble during all the time It was in com-
mission, except at the battle of San-
tiago, where it did great work.

"Before the Spanish-America- n war
the Texas while being overhauled at
the Brooklyn navy yard was sunk, be-
cause the yokes ot its sea cocks were
broken in the course of repairs, and
the water poured in Just as if the
boat had been scuttled. The Texas
sank, as everybody knows, and was
raised as soon as possible. It was on
that occasion that Captain Jack Phil-Hp- s,

one of the bravest and best naval

modern of all European cities. Mod-
ern la also the accommodation the
visitor may now find there. The
"Boarding Place" that has just been

said, Go and search diligently for the young
child; and when we have found him, bring me
word again, ' that I may come and worship him
also. When they had heard the "king, they da
parted; and lo, the star, which they saw in the.
east, went before them, till it came and Btood

'over where the young child was. When they saw
the star, they rejoiced with exceeding great joy."
' That' is the whole story of the Star of Bethle-
hem as it Is simply and directly fold in the sec- -

nnd nhanto .'tt tha crnanol nnnnrrilnff to St.'' Mat

opened is neither a hotel of the ac-

customed style nor a boarding house,
but something between the two. If
you ask for a room, a plan is handed
to you, from whloh you see what ac
commodation there is, with prices in-

serted. ' If you want lodging for a
week, a fortnight, a month, a year.
the scale goes considerably down in
proportion to the length of your stay.
But with your furnished room you

thew. :. ', .......-.-- - : :'

It was a cloister fancy of the dark ages, hand-
ed down through centuries, that led the; Chris-- '
tion world to regard the Star of the East as a

miraculous luminary, akin to the pillar of Are

that guided the children of Israel in the wilder-
ness a luminary especially created for the sole
purpose of leading the Magi to the birthplace
of Christ. The modern Christian is more apt
to regard the star as a natural phenomenon and

Enterprising Sam Conserves the Natural Resources
get also the comfort of dining rooms,
an elegant cafe, a first-clas- s restau Sam Lee should put a big giltIF bearing the words, "Electrical

Chinese Laundry," on the front of his
little shop, at 3108 Fourteenth street
Northwest, any time to the near fu-

ture, his customers in Mount Pleas-
ant would not be at all surprised.

In fact, a number of those who in-

trust their neglige to the tender min-

istrations of the affable Celestial have
been wondering for some time why
Sam has neglected such a splendid
opportunity for a bit of advertis

rant of the German beer garden
Btyle, and all those conveniences of
an American hotel for reading, writ-
ing and passing the time. It is a big
building, containing 600 bedrooms, be-
sides the lavishly spacious suites for
general use and the halls for festivi-
ties. We have dwelt on these par-
ticulars because theyre in bearing
with the character of this magnificent
thoroughfare of a new city.

It is astonishing how quickly fash-
ionable society has moved into these
quarters. Already now these out-

skirts of the city have developed a
life of their own. Kurfurstendamm is
aow for Berlin life what the Fosse is!Mif tiaWiT? I

job." Therefore, when an enterprising
salesman revealed the wonders of
a new and ingenious device for
iron'ng clothes at the cost of but little
perspiration, less physical energy,
practically no mental waste, and only
a few cents a day in the cost of power,
Sam said: "I buy him."

Now Sam irons with an electrical
iron which saves him so many hun-

dreds of steps a day between the
stove and his Ironing table. Further,
the Iron is so arranged that by pull-

ing a string he releases a weight
which bears down on the top of the
Iron and relieves him of that duty.
Better still, the pulling of another
string lifts, the iron just the right
height above the board and Sam does
not have to lift it and put it on the

iron holder.

ing.
But although Sam has been reju-

venated to the extent where he real-
izes that electrical power is much
stronger, cheaper, and more efficient
in the long run than the muscles and
sinews of the human arms and back,
he has not awakened to the wonders
of the "ads."

Sam is a typical specimen of the
"new" Chinaman the product of that
stirring spirit which caused the an-

cient empire to become transformed
Into a republic In a remarkably short
period, and with the loss of only a
few hundred heads and other inci-
dentals.

Sam is wide-awak- e and alert, r jd
in the "Mellcan slang" he Is "on the

laughter of the infants was issued
ome time before Herod'B death, Pro-

fessor Stockwell advances the suppo-

sition that this conjunction was the

Star of Bethlehem. Since conjunc-

tions occurred so frequently, it is

difficult to understand why more of

them did not call forth Chaldean or

Persian deputations.
Because of these fatal objections

to any theory which regarded tne

He Wants a Wife, and Wants Her Double-Quic- k
TV

Star of Bethlehem merely as a
of ; two planets, the late

Prof. R. A. Proctor cast about for

other celeBtial phenomena and final-

ly decided that the wise men might

have been guided by a comet. There

Is much to be said in favor of the
supposition., Comets are discovered
nowadays at the rate of two or three
a year. Not all of them are particu-

larly brilliant; but it is not incon-

ceivable that in Biblical times com-

ets occasionally appeared that were

brilliant enough to strike terror into
superstitious hearts. Indeed, before

Edmund Halley proved that the law

of gravitation applied to the comet

which bears his name and which

has revisited the earth at Intervals

to seek a scientific explanation of
its sudden appearance, not for the
purpose of casting doubt upon the
narrative of Matthew, but of giv-

ing it astronomical Bupport
Who were these wise men, these

Magi, of whom St. Matthew speaks?
They came from the east, they said,

,3iJ .'ii

He is now in Washington, where he
expects to remain until he finds "the
woman" that, his aunt told him he
must have before he is entitled to hei
money. He has lectured, written, prac-
ticed dentistry and served in the
French army. In a wife he would have
a chum. .

"I used to believe in my mother's
view of marriage the marriage ol
the eye but I have come to the view
of the marriage of reason," said Sey-
more. "Mother said that marriage,
progressed from the stage of catch-
ing, or buying, a woman to the wooing
of a woman regarded in a nobler
sense, and the winning of the wife;

"Now I feel that the marriage of
the eye is the result of the sentimen-
tality of youth and immaturity. Bet-

ter is that marriage where the couple
are partners, chums, sharing every-
thing alike. I don't believe In the
marriage where the man has the mon-
ey and forces his wife to ask
him for every cent she gets.

"Rather, there should be a balance
of power, so that the man and tho
woman are on an absolutely equal
footing as regards money, morals,
pleasures and sorrows."

AUGUUST SEYMORE, otherwise
August Schaefelsky de

Mukkadel de Castellane, one time
dentist to the bey of Tunis and his
harem, wants a wife, and wants her
double-quick- . He has from now. un-

til January 1 to persuade an Ameri-
can girl to marry him, or he will for-

feit a legacy of $150,000 promised by
a California woman.

An aunt, formerly of Oakland, Cal.,
told him five years ago that if he
would earn "something worth while
and capture an American for a wife,"
she would give him $150,000.

Seymore is a relative of the Cas
tellane family made famous by the
marital difficulties of Count Boni.

Of seventy-on- e and one-na- to seven-

ty-nine years, comets were regard-- 1

ed as divine messengers, as omens
particularly as harbingersandof good or evil,

of nestllence and ar. To a poetic eastern peo-- p

revered the stars as symbols especially

set
e

Tn the heavens for the guidance of men,
awesome visitors. Theundoubtedlycomets were

Chaldeans, Persians and Jews were astronomic-all- y

no more enlightened than the mediaeval

Christians, and if at the tall of Constantinople

in 1453 all Christendom was alarmed at the ap-

pearance of a comet (a comet which we now

know to have been Halley's), it is highly prob-

able that the Orient was no less impressed by

these sudden visitations. Comprising, as it does,

a nucleus, a "coma" or envelope surrounding the

nucleus and measuring from twenty thousand

to one million miles in diameter, and a long tail

which streams behind the nucleus for sixty to

hundred million miles or more, a comet is one
nt ta moot m vatBrtouslv beautiful celestial ap--

Front of Imperial Palace at Berlin.''

.'or Vienna or the "Stroeg"v between
Songens to Nytorv for Copenhagen,1
;he promenade of the stylish part of
;he population. Here we find also
:hat bohemian element and a great;
leal of that extravagance of high
Ife for which Paris is famous. Of
iourse the Bhops followed their best
mstomera. In the beginning the old.
louses of the city opened branches
'or the west; then new elegant maga-itne-

of the Regent street type were;
bunded; now there Is already a pe-

culiar style of Kurfurstendamm shop
llscernlble. Superior taste and

In Doubt as to Mr. Wilson's Mode of Locomotion

narltions that ever meets the eye. But whether iirtlstic decorations are indispensable
or not the Star of Bethlehem really was such an

and the east, according to the geo-

graphical knowledge of Matthew's
day. was Chaldea, Persia, and that Arabian des-
ert where the sons of Ishmael roamed. In that
east of which they spoke, star-gazin- g was to
some nations a religious observation, to others a
mystical traditional rite. , The pseudo-scienc- e of
astrology out of which our modern science of
astronomy was slowly evolved was thus engen-
dered. Ezegeles of the New Testament narra-
tive hold these Magi to have been astrologers,
members of that, strange, l, privi-
leged priesthood whose office it Was to watch
the sky each- day and each night, to note the
position and apparent motion of the sun from
dawn to dark, and to predict, those changes, in
planetary positions which, In that day . of as--

" trological superstition,, 'were supposed to shape
and reveal the destinies of kings and nations.
In them science came an early worshipper at
the feet of Christ

To ancient as well aa mediaeval astrologers,
certain groupings of the stars and planets had
a fixed 'prophetic significance. The planets
were named in accordance with their supposed
influence, ' Mercury, always lurking near the

un, furtively gleaming In the morning or eve-

ning, was the patron of tricksters, knaves, and
thieves. ; Mars, flaming in red, was' the symbol
of war, the guardian of heroes and warriors.
If the Magi were astrologers who believed in
stellar influences,' the apparition of the Star
of Bethlehem must have been an astronomical
phenomenon. But no ordinary astronomical
phenomenon could have enticed these practiced
star-gazer- s from their tomples. We must, there-
fore,' find some celestial event sufficiently extra-
ordinary to warrant a Journey from Chaldea or
Ferula to Bethlehem. i ..".''

t'When the Magi arrived In Jerusalem, Herod
was within a few weeks of his death. ' The mas--

cacre of the hibes of Bethlehem was one of his
last cruel deeds. When he Inquired diligently
what time the star appeared, the reply was evi-

dently such that he felt it necessary to kill all
male infants "from two years old and under."
It fs probable, therefore, that the Magi first saw
the Btar two years before their arrival in" Jeru- -

can, an exceptional stellar event near B,. C. 6

with which it may be identified. '

Johann Kepler, in his peculiar genius (for he
'. showed that the births of Enoch, Moses, Cyrus,

Caesar, Charlemagne, and Luther were preceded
by important astrological events), led the way in
calling attention to the astronomical phenomena
that preceded the birth of Christ He pointed
out that there must have been a conjunction of
the planets Jupiter and Saturn at about the
time of Christ's birth, and even made a few pre-
liminary calculations to prove his case. The con-

junction occurred In the sign Pisces, from time
immemorial identified with the destinies of
Israel. A. conjunction in that sign always signi-
fied the rising of some mighty master of the
Jewish race, Such a conjunction of Jupiter and
Saturn occurs once in about 800 years.- - It was,
therefore, sufficiently extraordinary in Kepler's
eyes to herald the birth of a Messiah. r

Not until 1826 was Kepler's suggestion serl- -

ously considered by astronomers. : In that year
Professor Ideler, of Berlin, computed the posi--

. tlons of Jupiter and Saturn and proved that they
were actually In conjunction In 7 B. C. His cal-

culations showedi that they at no time over-
lapped to form a single star, but that they were
separated by a distance equal to the apparent
diameter of the moon. Accordingly, Ideler had
the temerity to suppose that the wise men Baw
the two planets as one star, because they were
miraculously near-sighte- In justice to Ideler,
it must be stated that he abandoned his theory
when Encke, In 1831, repeated the calculations

, and found that the actual distance between Jupi-
ter and Satui t, when nearest each other In B. C.
7, was more than the apparent diameter of the

. moon. .
t ;,.;;.

Apart from the ifact that Jupiter and Saturn
were never sufficiently near each other to be
seen as one body, two planets in conjunction
can hardly be called a star. Nor U it likely that
experienced Chaldean astrologers would so re-

gard it Moreover, there were other planetary
conjunctions at about the same time. Professor
Stock well hag demonstrated that a coy. junction
of Venus and Mars occurred on May 8th, B. C.
6, about fifty days, less than tvo years before
Herod's death. Because the mandate for the

equisites for these shops. One need
mly peep Into the numerous new cof-e- e

houses along the street to get a
totlon of Kurfurstendamm style. In'
jrder to compete with their, rivals
lach of these restaurants had to de--'

relop a specialty that was likely to
ittract patronage; everywhere good
dubIc la an attraction given Into tho
argain. Artists and literary men'

neet at some favorite place, elegant
adies of the fast set at another.-Th-

5 o'clock tea attracts in the
lame rooms quite another class of'
teople than you would find later in
lie evening. You see here crowded
ogether what a generation ago, was
ipparently missing in Berlin, people

'

if vast means and with plenty of
:lme. It is .therefore quite under-itandab-

that the new term of Ber-I-n

W. W., i, e. the extreme west of
Berlin, means the upper ten thou-lan- d

as far as wealth and luxury go,

at present Washington is
JUST whether it will soon behold
a president of the United States roll-

ing leisurely by on his bicycle. It has
Just come out that the president-elec- t

is fond of that manner of locomotion.
He has gone on his vacation, and pro-

poses to spend a part of it riding on
his wheel. He has pedaled over many
mlleB of English and continental
roads in this fashion and likes it
Time was when Washington was filled
with eminent men and women awheel,
but they have all vanished save one.
Assistant Secretary of State A. A.

Adee. He is the permanent assistant
secretary of state, a man who sticks
to his own notions about things. Ev-

ery summer he voyages to Europe and
spends a month or so bicycling to
places of Interest He and the new
president should establish cordial re-

lations very early.
If as president Gov. Wilson wants

to "bike" around Washington, he will
not want for good roads. They stretch
in every direction, except toward Vir-

ginia. The secret service men who
suard him. of course, would also have

apparition no one can affirm witn certainty, an
astronomer can merely state that the Idea is not
untenable and that it Is less objectionable than
the conjunction hypothesis.

Lastly, the theory has been proposed that the
Star of Bethlehem was what Is called a "new"
star or "nova," a star which suddenly flares up
In the heavens and fades away" again to its
former magnitude after the lapse of weeks or
months. Such new stars are not altogether rare.
Ten appeared between B. C. 134 and the end of
the fifteenth century. Since the fifteenth cen-

tury no less than sixteen have been recorded.
,In our own time they are discovered with fair
frequency..' .'"' ,: "',.'"'";"'

Even before the invention of the telescope
such new stars were studied by astronomers.
. Apart from the astronomical 'evidence in favor
of the theory that the Star of Bethlehem was a
nova, poetically, at least, it seems singularly fit
ting that a matchless orb blazing forth in sud-

den magnificence should have marked not only

the birth of a Messiah whose destiny It was to
save manftind by his own suffering and to make
this a new world by purging it of evil; but also
the birth of a new sun with embryonic planets
wheeling about it in shining clouds of gas and
stellar dust .'.

to be mounted, but that is only an
incident They have been accustomed
to following the president on motor-
cycles and sometimes in an automo-
bile of their own. If the new presi-
dent takes to bicycling, however, off-

icial Washington will do likewise. That
is a way official Washington has. If
Gov. Wilson goes out much awheel, it
will not be long before embassadors
and ministers and secretaries and mil-
itary attaches will also be pedaling
along the sleeky-oile- d roads and
dodging automobiles. Cabinet officials
and congressmen will do likewise.
The revival of bicycling among the
well-to-d- o may be expected Bomewhat
all over the cbuntny. ' : ;
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salem. Heroa aiea in a. ., neuun iu our
' year beforo that date. We must discover, If we

Overshadowed Poet's Fame

Reason for Superiority.
The demestication of animals and

the utilization of plants docs pot go
very far except under a civilized poo-pie- .

Contrast the age ot Peru and '

Mexico with that of Egypt Babylonia
and China:1 a,u' one reason for

superiority In the mastery of
naturo is plain.

Women Members of Kansas Panel
Refuse to Have Their Pic-- .

turs Taken.

Eldorado, Kan. When Otis Boston,
l photographer, attempted to take a
lioture of a Jury composed of women
n the county court here, his wife,
fho was on the Jury, promptly left'
he box. She was followed by one
if the other women and tha two pro-

testing Jurors refused to return until
hey were assured by the court that,
to picture would bo taken. Mrs,
Boston dons not believe (hat VJomon

ihould serve as juroro, ,mit her hus-len- d

favors tho InnovaUnui-- ' '

Sizing Him Up.

When you call the average young
man honest he is likely to feel a mild
sort of gratification. When you call
him competent his cheat begins to
butgp When you call him a heart-breakf- r

lie slnps you on the shoulder
and gives you to understand that he
consldprs you n person of remarkable

n and unerring Judgment

; Dally Thought.
Va itum f hould never 'bo ashamed to
iv'n lie li3 uiH'ii i In the wrong,
vliich ) ln.it saying. In other words--

liut"'tio la wlfur today than he was,

l'opo.

' "Well, perhapt, bo." was tho reply
"but Bfter he died, we found out thai,
he wasn't paying taxes enough m
what property he owned, and, don'
you see, it has kind of him un
popular.". ... '.. , ..

More Up to Date.
She (enthusiastically) I think Va:ii

Boach is Just a perfect Gardn o;

i:jon, don't you?
He-rY- et, but or a trlflt mon

read, admired, and , revered him, nil
my life, and It will bo a privilege, hem
In his own town, to add my humble
tribute to that of the world nt large."
' "Well, that's all right" responded
the thrifty-lookin- .citizen,? and we've
no objection In particular, to your do-

ing so; but you mustn't be disappoint-
ed If yon don't get any applause with
it." ,

"Why 7" I Inquired..'-- ' "Was ho not
Idolized hrre Is nl)t his memory held
in veneration? Has he not advertised
this town all over thn worlSJ"

Thrifty Fellow-Citize-n of Whlttler
Pointed Out Blot on His

r; ' Memory. ; .s

' Will Carliton, in a speech before
the Writer's club, related the follow-- -

Jng remlnlscense of a flsit to the
. poet Whlttler's old homes

"I was billed to lecture one even-

ing at the town which bad been for

long years the home of the Good
Quaker poet Just before 1 went over
to the hall, a thrifty-lookin- citizen
accosted me.

"Will you probably say anything in
pralBe of Mr. Whlttler, he
asked, after a few general remarks.

"Why, yes", I replied: ' "I had
thought of referring to him, and in a
very complimentary',- way. I have

, A La Mode;- .

was the chief fond of the
woodchoppcrs iu whose camp you'
spent your "Pork and po-
tatoes. Eorvoil In tha form of Mifins

Jnnd chips. 'V Christian Science Man-- I

ltr;r. , V

drossy, - don't you tkiuk?--2lont- ii

i iftniscrlyt


